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Summary: Service Learning Project

I have volunteered at the Central Vermont Adult Basic Education Learning Centers in Barre and Randolph, Vermont, which offer services to immigrants and refugees who are learning to speak English.

Through the Barre Center, I have tutored M, a 22 year old Russian immigrant who, with his parents, arrived only in March, 2006.  M is taking English classes at the Barre Center.  My task has been to provide opportunities for beginning conversation in English.  Meetings are at the Barre Center, where we use the computer for internet search, reading and composition. Some meetings have been in M’s home and include his parents, who also attend CVABE classes. 

The rate at which M is learning English is determined, in part, by his limited hours of exposure to spoken English.  Because he was ineligible for public education, M has not been exposed to intensive English as he might have been in a public school setting.  Excluding the time that he spends at CVABE, M interacts only with his parents and friends, who are also of Russian (specifically Meshhetian Turk) background.  More consistent exposure to English is essential for M’s timely acquisition of basic English.  Having a conversation partner will provide M with increased opportunity to hear and use English.  

Another means of increasing M’s exposure to English would be to facilitate his placement in a volunteer internship, such as at a local business or nonprofit agency.  He could advance his language skills through interaction with English speaking adults in a real-world context, as well as become better integrated into a wider community.  Initially, the position should allow M to interact gradually with his ‘employer’ and fellow workmates as he gains comfort and basic language ability.

My intention is to continue as M’s conversation partner and tutor, and to investigate the possibilities of community-connected learning such as described above.

Central Vermont Adult Basic Education provides English classes to Mexican adult farmworkers in Vermont.  I have been working with the director of the Randolph Learning Center of CVABE to plan strategies for outreach to migrant farmworkers in the Randolph area.  While there is a significant number of farmworkers in Addison and Lamoile Counties as well as the Northeast Kingdom, there are few known farmworkers in central Vermont.  At present, there are only about six Mexican farmworkers who are accessing CVABE through the Montpelier, Randolph and Bradford Centers.  

The Vermont Department of Education administers the federally funded Title I Vermont Migrant Education Program which provides educational support to migrant children.  The Vermont Department of Education contracts with University of Vermont Extension to identify and recruit all migrant children and families in the state.  Recruiters must befriend the farmers in their region in order that migrant families who might benefit from services are all located.  Once located and found to be eligible, migrant families are referred to relevant agencies including Adult Basic Education.

While the UVN Extension Migrant Education Program has a recruiter to locate school-age migrant children in this area, Central Vermont Adult Basic Education Center has not previously recruited for adult farmworker participants.  It is likely that there are only single adult male Mexican farmworkers in central Vermont.  These adults would, we believe, benefit from English language classes and other available services, such as health care.  The reticence of undocumented workers to identify themselves and openly seek out services leads to a general uncertainty about their actual numbers. 

The director of the Randolph Central Vermont Adult Basic Education Center and I have proposed to create and publish a bilingual pamphlet that will advertise the combined services of the UVM Extension Migrant Education Program and the CVABE English language learner services to both farm owners and migrant farm families.  We will be discussing this idea as well as other options for recruitment with the regional directors of these agencies in the near future.
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